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mainly Poles. Before the union with Poland in the fourteenth
century Lithuania controlled territory extending almost to
the Black Sea. After becoming united with the old Polish
Empire it suffered extinction as a state, together with Poland,
when all Polish-controlled lands were partitioned among the
neighbouring Powers during the eighteenth century. When
the Polish State was re-created after the Great War memories
of the early union between the two countries still prevailed
in Polish Government circles, and in 1921 Poland annexed
the historic Vilna district.
Throughout the long period during which the present
Baltic republics were parts of the Russian Empire their
economy developed naturally in close harmony with that
of the rest of Russia, to which they were, and are, bound for
strong strategic, economic, and geographical reasons.
The Baltic region provided an important seaboard for
what was originally a land-locked state, and its loss after the
Great War shut off the greater part of the Soviet Union from
the Baltic, and limited her naval power.
Early in the history of Russia her rulers attempted to estab-
lish ice-free ports, without which easy access to Western
Europe was impossible. The harbours of the Baltic are almost
ice-free, while Leningrad is icebound for about three months
of the year. After the war with the Swedes Peter the Great
obtained Estonia (with Reval and Narva) and Livonia, or
Northern Latvia (with Riga). Southern Latvia and Lithuania
were annexed after the defeat of the Poles (1794-95)? during
the reign of Catherine, thus finally establishing Russia on
the Eastern Baltic. Swedish troops were next driven from
Finland, and a, treaty concluded in 1809 by which Russia
obtained Finland and the adjacent islands. In this way
control of the Northern Baltic was secured.
The importance of these Baltic States for the defence of
the great industrial centre of Leningrad has been demon-
strated not only during the present war. During the Great
War, and the Wars of Intervention against the Soviet Union
which followed, the German invasion of the Baltic States was
designed as the prelude to a blow aimed at the city from the